— ﬂEVlEWI THE MIKADO

- Savoyards do Well
by an old | favorite

By JOHN AEHL
For The State Journal

“The Mikado,” as presented

in the UW-Madison Music

- Hall: Beautifully staged, beau-
tifully sung, well acted.
The most popular opera ever

- wiitten began a seven-perfor-.

g mance rin in Madtson.Fnday
“The Mikado” is a ‘cothic bp-

~ era, or operetta (let as not quib-

ble or argue about what i; is opera

or operetita), arid seems to never

have been, off the stage since its
. London beginning in 1885.

“The whole: thing is like a
. 8lass of champagne,” a member ;&
“of the first audience said. That

is still true.

Bright and bubbly and sweet,
2_but not cloying, “The Mikado”
.~still shows Gilbert, with zesty
- wit; and Sulhvan in fine me-
i lodious form, at the ‘height of

-, their creative powers,
The Madison Savoyards got

" most’ everything right in this,

+ 2 their sixth “Mikado” traversal
w.in their 46th year of annual
\,productlons It was ‘a Joyous

exuberant staging.

. Before getting to.the. pnnc1-'
pals praise should be: heaped-f

<, 00 the stagmg dlrectlon of

_.no voice,

"Not necessarﬂy in order of

".on-stage time or quality of per-*

formanee, ‘six main chacters
must be mentioned:

The . harrldan-comedlc-sym
pathetlc role of Katisha gave
-every opportumty for Kathleen
Butitta, to-shine, and. she. did.
Dressed- abundanitly* in satin
red and green and. yellow she:
dlsplayed a solid INezzo-50pra- .
Whﬂe her wry aside
glances and furious entreatles‘f
commanded attentiont: :

The stentorian voice. of An-
thony. Ashley’s Pooh- Bah was
with a fine sense of coriic.

: tlmlng Donavon Armbruster as'
‘Ko-Ko, the catalyst of the show,

gamboled about ‘in comedy-
perfect style, but appropriately’

~quieted down for his “Tit-Wil-

low” song. The hght sensitive

~tenor- 'of James' N.  Kryshak
: sulted the role of Nanki-Poo.-

and Amanda Comptons Yum-
‘Yum was hght and bright and
bouncy in singing and acting:

Bert Adams was the imperial

and mildly confused Mikado.
The 27 -piece  “orchestra

played well under the dlrectlon

of Chnstopher Ocas :

2. Terry Kiss Frank, who man-. ]
s~aged to pack 49 colorfully cos-. %"

setumed participants onto the
~-not-very-large Musm Hall stage :

and kept them moving without
*.the whole thing seemlng too
«crowded. It was a major feat of
“spatial. -engineering in-a mcely

& 'i"ﬁ,’ﬁ\-i-lﬂ

mouritain and sky, an island

that unloaded and loaded ‘prin-
cipals‘at appropriate times.
The singing was almost uni-
formly excellent, and compll-
ments are “due for’ very good
enunc1at10n 1nclud1ng by the
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* children.

~désigned. - set - that. included .
‘colerful: palnted ba.ckdrops of

. chorus of 40-men, women and -

Frlday and Soturday, and al "
next Sunday. Call the Vilas® Hall box
office (hours H: 30 a. m -5 30 i »m.) at

) 608-262- 1500 C e

shrine, and the prow of-a boat



